
service, in the fields of pathology, chemistry,
and genetics has been curtailed.

Valuable laboratory research work has been
carried on in the treatment of cancer by light
rays, and will probably result in a more accur-
ate knowledge of the causes and growth of can-

cer, and in a more effective use of radium in
the treatment of disease. The privilege offered
by the Free Diagnosis Service of the Commis-
sion, enabling any physician or hospital in the
State to obtain an authoritative pathological
report on the nature of a tumor removed at op-
eration, has been taken advantage of by many,
and has been especially valuable to the smaller
hospitals which are unable to afford the ex-

pense of a trained pathologist.
Research work in biology has been actively

carried on. Investigations of the utmost in-
terest have been conducted upon living cells,
with especial reference to the portion of the
cells in which the rays are absorbed, thus per-
mitting tentative conclusions to be drawn in
regard to the immediate and the later effects
upon cell growth that follow radiation. Further
data has

 

been collected on heat sensitization
following radiation of living tissues.

In the field of clinical investigation, the
greater part of the work has been carried on

with a view to the investigation of the most
effective methods of treatment of disease by
radium, or by radiation, combined with other
methods of treatment, such as operation.

Hospital service has been rendered to an in-
creased number of patients. During the year,
767 new cases were admitted -to the hospital,
a 34% increase over the preceding year. Tabu-
lated classifications of cases and also a detailed
report of the Diagnosis Service are included in
the report of the Cancer Commission.

BRITISH PHYSICIAN AS COLLEGE
PRESIDENT.

It is not generally realized that Sir Auck-
land Geddes, who has served during the war

as Minister of National Service and Recon-
struction, President of the Local Government
Board, and a member of the House of Com-
mons, is a physician. He has recently been
elected principal of the McGill University. Sir
Auckland Geddes was a pupil of Sir William
Turner at Edinburgh, where he later became

demonstrator and afterwards assistant profes-
sor. He was then promoted to a Professorship
in Anatomy at the Royal College of Surgeons
in Ireland, which he left to accept the chair of
anatomy at McGill University. For the pres-
ent he will continue his duties as Minister of
National Service and Reconstruction, and has
also been elected president of the Board of
Trade. It is expected that Sir Auckland Ged-
des will begin his new duties with McGill Uni-
versity, in the autumn.

MEDICAL NOTES.
Appointment of Dr. Alice Hamii/ton.—Dr.

Alice Hamilton, of Chicago, has been appointed
Assistant Professor of Industrial Medicine at
Harvard University.

Award of Jacksonian Prize.—The Jackson-
ian Prize for 1918 has been awarded to Mr.
J. A. Cairns Forsyth, F.R.C.S., by the Royal
College of Surgeons, England, for his disserta-
tion on "Injuries and Diseases of the Pancreas,
and Their Surgical Treatment."

The Cardiff Medical School.—The Cardiff
Medical School is reported to be in the throes
of a prosperity with which it is unable to cope
successfully; for medical students, both men
and women, are registering at this institution
in numbers which tax the resources of this med-
ical centre beyond its capacity. Already there
are more students than can be accommodated
in the new medical school, which is nearly com-

pleted. Although this situation is not without
an appalling aspect to the medical authorities,
yet it augurs well for the future of the medi-
cal profession.

The British Birth Rate.—The figures re-

ported for the last quarter show that the the
British death rate, for the first time since the
establishment of civil registration, has exceeded
the number of births. The excess number of
deaths in the fourth quarter of the three pre-
ceding years was 44,785. It is believed that
the epidemic of influenza is partly responsible
for this condition of affairs, although even after
taking this fact into consideration, the situation
is disquieting.
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American Representatives at Cannes.—
Additional representatives of the United States
have been sent to attend the convention of
leaders of the Red Cross societies, eminent phy-
sicians, and representatives of public health
matters at Cannes. These men include Assist-
ant Surgeon-General N. S. Cummins, Public
Health Service, on duty in France; Colonel F.
F. Russell, representing the War Department
in connection with the Public Health Confer-
ence; and Lieutenant-Colonel Lindsay R. Wil-
liams, U. S. Army.

Surgery by Aeroplane.—An instance has
been recorded in the Medical Press of surgical
aid brought by aeroplane. A French general,
fighting in Morocco, was wounded in the breast
by a piece of shell. To avoid jolting over a

rough country in a motor, the injured man was

transported by aeroplane to the south of Al-,
geria, and the surgeons in charge consulted by
wireless with a surgeon in Paris. After a few
days, since the patient's condition failed to
improve, the eminent surgeon decided to visit
him and covered the latter part of his journey
by aeroplane. Perhaps this is a prophecy of a

regular surgical aid air service which may pos-
sibly be established some time in the future.

Influenza in South Africa.—A report re-

cently received from South Africa states that
during the four months in which the influenza
epidemic was unchecked, over 40 per cent, of
the population were affected with the disease,
with a case mortality rate of 5.32 per cent,
Among the European stocks, the rate was less
than half that among the non-Europeans. Per-
sons from thirty to fifty years of age and
pregnant women were particularly susceptible
to the disease. The highest death rate from
influenza was in Cape, Province, where 33.5
deaths occurred out of every thousand of pop-
ulation.

The Victoria Cross for British Physicians.
—The following is a complete list of British
physicians who have been awarded the Victoria
Cross for service during the war:

Temporary Captain H. Ackroyd, M.C., 6th
Battalion, Royal Berkshire Regiment, at Ypres,
Frances; Captain W. B. Allen, M.C., R.A.M.C,
awarded near Meonil, France; Captain N. G.
Chavasse, M.C., at Guillemont, France; Cap-
tain J. L. Green, at Fonquevilliers, France;

Captain J. F. Russell, M.C., 16th Battalion,
Royal Welsh Fusiliers, T.F.,: at Tel-el-Khu-
weilfeh, Palestine; and Captain J. A. Sinton,
I.M.S., at Orah Ruins, Mesopotamia,

Consideration of Child Welfare at
Cannes.—The problem of child welfare is be-
ing considered at the conference at Cannes,
and plans for a world-wide child welfare cam-

paign are being prepared for consideration at
the International Red Cross Convention to be
held at Geneva after the peace treaty has been
signed. The child welfare program will in-
clude the education of expectant parents, the
welfare of prospective mothers, obstetrical and
other assistance, and nursing supervision. It
will be proposed that health studies be estab-
lished in schools, and that there shall be atten-
tion paid to the physical examination of school
children, detailed health records, subnormal pu-
pils, and supervision of child labor.

American Hospital in Paris.—It has been
reported in the Red Cross Bulletin that it is
hoped that a hospital, to be supported by
American gifts, may be established in Paris,
as a memorial to the United States soldiers who
have died in France during the war. This in-
stitution would endeavor to give hospital aid
to the French and Allied peoples in need, and,
furthermore, to strengthen the union between
the French and American medical corps by
bringing together the study of the methods of
both countries.

American Roentgen Ray Society.—The
twentieth annual meeting of the American
Roentgen Ray Society will be held at Saratoga
Springs, New York, on September 3, 4, 5, and
6, 1919. The Secretary of the Society is Dr.
George W. Grier, Jenkins Arcade, Pittsburgh,
Pa.

Massachusetts Society of Examining Phy-
sicians.—A meeting of the Massachusetts So-
ciety of Examining Physicians will be held at
the Copley-Plaza Hotel on May 15, 1919, at 8
o'clock. An address will be given by Dr.
Percy Brown, late Lieutenant-Colonel U.S.A.,
on "X-Ray Diagnosis of War Injuries," and
by Dr. A. W. George, Late Major U.S.A., on

"X-Ray Diagnosis of Obscure Back and Neck
Conditions." Papers will be discussed by Dr.
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Paul Butler, Dr. S. W. Ellsworth, and Dr. Con-
stantine Popoff.

National Association for the Study of
Epilepsy.—The eighteenth annual meeting of
the National Association for the Study of Epi-
lepsy will be held at the Craig Colony for Epi-
leptics, Sonyea, Livingston County, New York,
on June 6 and 7, 1919. The program will set
forth the scientific medical, social, and insti-
tutional aspects of the problems connected with
epilepsy, and clinics and demonstrations of the
colony regime will be conducted by members
of the medical staff.

The National Association for the Study of
Epilepsy was organized at the Craig Colony
for Epileptics in 1901, for the purpose of pro-
moting the pathologic, therapeutic, social, and
medico-legal study of the epilepsies. In 1912,
the Association became affiliated with the In-
ternational Liga Contra l'Epilepsie, which is
the world association for the study of the prob-
lem of epilepsy.

At the coming meeting there will be a re-

organization and resumption of activities to
meet the demands which will be made after the
war. There will be discussed plans for a union
of the investigators of the epilepsies in allied
and neutral countries with those of America.

Mortality Rates in the United States.—
Statistics published by the Bureau of Census
of the mortality rates from the largest cities in
the United States show that for the week end-
ing April 19, 1919, the three cities having the
highest total death rates were Memphis, with
25.6 per cent. ; Albany, with 25.5 per cent. ;
and Kansas City, with 20.4 per cent. The three
with the lowest mortality rates were St. Paul,
with 10.1 per cent, per thousand population ;
Jersey City, 11.0 per cent,; and Cambridge,
11.2 per cent.

Influenza and pneumonia statistics giving
the weekly average in April, 1917, give the fol-
lowing figures : New York the highest, with 7
deaths per weekly average ; Chicago, 5 ; and
St. Louis, 4 ; from influenza. The largest num-

ber of deaths due to pneumonia were : New
York, 236: Chicago, 143; and St. Louis, 84.

Vaccination in Madrid.—An ordinance has
been issued in Madrid recently by the Civil
Government making vaccination compulsory.

As a result, more than 400,000 persons in the
city and province have been vaccinated.

Award of Distinguished Service Cross to
American Physicians.—In recognition of their
services during the war, the Distinguished Ser-
vice Cross has been awarded to Surgeon-General
Merritte Ireland, Chief of the Medical Corps
of the United States Army, and to Colonel Wal-
ter E. Bradley.

Lariboisière Hospital.—The Lariboisière
Hospital has recently been awarded a marble
plate, to which is fixed the medal of honor of
the Assistance Publique, by the municipality of
Paris. The award was made in commemoration
of the services rendered by the hospital staff
to the people of Paris at the time of the bom-
bardment. After the explosion of the Cour-
neuve, more than 400 casualties were admitted.

Sanatorium Treatment in London.—It has
been reported to the London Insurance Com-
mittee that five hundred and twelve discharged
soldiers and four hundred and seventy-three of
the ordinary insured population are at present
receiving residential sanatorium or hospital
treatment.

Spanish National Congress of Medicine.— 
The first Spanish National Congress of Medi-
cine, which has been postponed because of the
epidemic of influenza, was held in Madrid from
April 20th to 25th, under the patronage of King
Alphonse Over 2,970 members attended the
meeting. In order to protect the interests of
the profession, a Spanish Medical Association
was founded on this occasion.

British National League for Health,
Maternity, and Chu,d Welfare.—A meeting
of the National League for Health. Maternity,
and Child Welfare was held in London on April
14th. The Ministry of Health and the pro-
posals of the Red Cross Society for helping the
civil population in peace were among the topics
discussed. The purpose of this league is to form
a link between the many voluntary national
organizations interested in safeguarding the
health of the general population, particularly
of the mothers and young children.

Prevention of Importation of Infectious
Diseases.—British sanitary authorities have
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held a meeting recently to discuss preventive
measures against the importation of infectious
diseases into English ports. Because of the pre-
valence of typhus, smallpox, and other infec-
tious diseases on the Continent and in the east
of Europe, it is deemed advisable to make more

strict the duties of port sanitary authorities and
to arrange for medical examination of aliens.

The Modern Health Crusade.—More than
3,000,000 American school children from six to
sixteen years of age have qualified as Crusaders
in the Modern Health Crusade, a system of
health education being introduced into thou-
sands of elementary schools. The purpose of
this movement is to assist the formation of good
health habits in children, and to enlist their
support in community service and the control
of preventable disease. Elements of play and
romance, and a system of definite rewards by
promotion through various steps to ultimate
knighthood, are introduced into the practice of
hygiene, and are the chief factors in the success

of the crusade.

St. Mary's Hospital.—The twenty-ninth re-

port of St. Mary's Hospital, Rochester, Minne-
sota, gives evidence of the growth of this insti-
tution. In 1889, the hospital was opened with
a capacity of forty-five beds by the Sisters of
St. Francis, and during the first year of its
existence over three hundred patients were ad-
mitted. Up to the present time, the hospital has
cared for over 96,361 patients.

During the year 1918, there were admitted
during the year 8,114 patients, and 9,898 opera-
tions, which are recorded and classified in the
report, were performed. The total death rate
was 1.7.

Influenza in India.—A recent issue of The
British Medical Journal has summarized the
influenza epidemic conditions in India up to
November 30, 1918, based on a report of Major
Norman White, I.M.S., Sanitary Commissioner
with the Government of India.

Sporadic cases of influenza began to be
noticed in June, and a widespread non-fatal
disease developed throughout India in July and
August. In the middle of September the Bom-
bay death rate began to rise, and the second
wave of influenza reached its crest in October.
An estimate of the excess mortality over that of
the corresponding period in the previous year

leads to the conclusion that not fewer than
4,899,725 persons (about 2 per cent, of the
whole population) died of influenza or its com-

plications in British India, the vast majority
within the space of two months. Making allow-
ance for the native states, not less than six mil-
lion persons perished in India. The explana-
tion suggested for this enormous death roll is
that Indians have a low resisting power to
pneumonic infection. It appears from military
data that the fatality rate for Indian troops was

at least three times that found amongst British
troops in India. Another -factor was probably
a scarcity of food grains, and especially of fod-
der, which was responsible for a dearth of milk.
Major White's observations on the bacteriology
of the disease are in accord with European
experience.

Gastric and Duodenal Ulcers.—A report on

the mortality after operations for duodenal and
gastric ulcer made at the Mayo Clinic, Roches-
ter, Minnesota, by the New York Life Insurance
Company, is of considerable interest. The
records of the Mayo Clinic were particularly
well adapted to this investigation because statis-
tics regarding patients were recorded for some

time subsequent to operation. The cases in-
cluded those operated upon from January, 1906,
to December, 1915, including 2323 cases. Of
521 cases under observation for gastric ulcer,
17% died ; of 1651 cases of duodenal ulcer, there
was a 5% death rate ; of 91 for gastric and
duodenal ulcer, 10% died.

The results of the mortality investigations
show that (1) the percentage of operative
deaths in the hospital following operation for
gastric ulcer was fully twice that for duodemal
ulcer; (2) the mortality among persons oper-
ated upon for gastric ulcer is three times as

high as among those operated upon for duodenal
ulcer during the three years following the oper-
ation; (3) the mortality among persons oper-
ated upon for gastric ulcer decreases relatively
after operation, but the data are not sufficiently
extensive to determine the number of years
which must elapse before the death rate is simi-
lar to that of the general population; (4) the
mortality among those operated upon in the
Mayo Clinic for duodenal ulcer is less than that
among the general population.

The average age at the time of operation of
those operated upon for gastric ulcer was forty-
seven in the case of men, and forty-three in the
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case of women; the average age of those oper-
ated upon for duodenal ulcer was forty-four
and forty-two respectively.

National T überculosis Assocl\tion.—The
fifteenth annual meeting of the National Tuber-
culosis Association will be held in Atlantic City,
at St. Paul's M. E. Church, on June 14th, 16th,
and 17th. The future of the tuberculosis move-

ment, and the question of whether it shall re-

main specialized or merge with other health
agencies, will be discussed. Dr. Livingston
Farrand will deliver an address, and the nation-
al health program will be outlined by Dr. John
R. Commons.

At the meeting of the Pathological Section,
the following topics will be considered:

Etiological studies in tuberculosis, experi-
mental studies on the migration of tubercle
bacilli in the guinea pig body, the changes in
the ultra pulmonary lymphoid tissue of the
rabbit's lung, induced by the intravenous in-
oculation of acid fast bacilli, the circulatory
relationships of experimental tubercle in the
rabbit's lung, an investigation of the acid fast-
ness of tubercle bacilli, the effect of ether and
choloroform upon experimental tuberculosis,
organisms of secondary infection in pulmonary
tuberculosis, and hemolytic streptococcus as a

secondary invader in pulmonary tuberculosis.
At the meeting of the Clinical Section will be

discussed the epidemiology of tuberculosis in
the military service, tuberculosis and the war,
the employment of rest and exercise for tuber-
culosis patients after return to work. X-ray
diagnosis of lung tuberculosis, and artificial
pneumothorax.

The Sociological Section will consider the ad-
vantages of more centralized control in solving
the tuberculosis problem, the problems involved
in the care of the discharged tuberculous sol-
dier, and the removal and relief of poverty as

factors in the prevention of tuberculosis.
The problem of the education of the public

health nurse for tuberculosis nursing, and a

schedule of tuberculosis work will be considered
by the Nursing Section.

BOSTON AND MASSACHUSETTS.

Week's Death Bate in Boston.—During the
week ending April 26, the number of deaths re-

ported was 246, against 273 last year, with a

rate of 16.11, against 18.15 last year. There

were 41 deaths under one year of age, against
45 last year.

The number of cases of principal reportable
diseases were : Diphtheria, 27 ; scarlet fever, 40 ;
measles, 17 ; whooping cough, 13 ; typhoid fever,
1; tuberculosis, 42.

Included in the above, were the following
cases of non-residents : Diphtheria, 5 ; scarlet
fever, 3j tuberculosis, 4.

Total deaths from these diseases were : Diph-
theria, 3; scarlet fever, 2; tuberculosis, 29

Included in the above were the following non-

residents : Diphtheria, 2 ; tuberculosis, 7.
Influenza cases, 47 ; influenza deaths, 12, of

which 1 one was non-resident.

Medical-Social Work of the Boston City
Hospital.—The Department of Medical Social
Work organized at the Boston City Hospital a

few years ago has developed rapidly, and has
become one of the most useful and important
branches of the hospital work. The report for
the year 1918 describes the wide range of serv-
ice rendered during the year.

The task of providing for civilian relief has
been particularly difficult because of the many
demands which have been made for trained
workers and for money. Under the direction of
the State Board of Health, a clinic for the
treatment of syphilis was opened at the City
Hospital and a worker was placed in the Skin
Out-Patient Department to take social care of
patients suffering from syphilis. Treatment has
also been given to women patients with gonor-
rhoea. The social work conducted among the
gynecological out-patients, prenatal cases, and
young unmarried mothers has been one of the
most important aspects of the work. Although
there is no department at the Boston City Hos-
pital devoted exclusively to children, a large
part of the work of the Out-Patient Clinics is
connected with them. Intensive social work
has been carried on in two hundred and four-
teen cases, and a larger number have received
convalescent care, medical follow-up service,
home nursing, and dental care. During the in-
fluenza epidemic the Medical-Social Department
rendered timely assistance to many families.

Massachusetts Antituberculosa League.—
The fifth annual conference of the Massachu-
setts Antituberculosis League was held recently
in Boston. Dr. Vincent Bowdi-tch, president of
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the League, delivered an introductory address
which will be published in a future issue of the
Journal. Other speakers included Dr. Donald
B. Armstrong, Dr. Philip P. Jacobs, Mrs. Anna
M. Staebler, Dr. Bayard T. Crane, Mr. Sey-
mour H. Stone and Dr. David Russell Lyman.

Dr. Jacobs mentioned the importance of
reaching the people through the sale of Red
Cross Christmas seals. The opinion was ex-

pressed that adequate management of this sale
next winter would produce sufficient revenue
for the State and local organizations. It is
expected that the national revenue from the sale
of seals next Christmas will be about six million
dollars. In outlining a State program for anti-
tuberculosis work, Dr. Jacobs is reported to
have recommended the organization of machin-
ery for the provision of adequate hospital care
for advanced cases of tuberculosis, sanatorium
care for early cases, dispensary care of cases
outside the institutions, nursing instruction in
the home, open-air schools, industrial work for
patients, education of children and adults,
stimulation of local societies, and coordination
of all anti-tuberculosis agencies. He emphasized
the necessity of raising the standards of inter-
est, diagnosis, and treatment in the medical pro-
fession through the promotion of the consultant
service, such as is carried on in Framingham.

Dr. Donald B. Armstrong, director of the
community health and tuberculosis demonstra-
tion in Framingham, is reported to have said
in part :

"Examination of thousands of the population
of Framingham has shown that about 2 per
cent, of people of all ages are tubercular, and

-

about 1 per cent, have the disease in an active
form. Applied to the United States as a whole,
this means that there are at least 1,000,000 active
tuberculosis cases that ought to be under care
in contrast to the 200,000 or 300,000 that are

really known to exist. There are an additional
1,000,000 or more arrested cases, which will
later break down unless they receive special at-
tention."

In speaking on "The Discovery of Tuberculo-
sis," Dr. Armstrong is reported to have made
the following comments:

"The United States must pay more attention
to the discovery of tuberculosis. In Framing-
ham this work has been accomplished through
medical examination activities among infants,
in schools, in factories, and in the homes of the
people by sending tuberculosis specialists and

nurses to make expert family medical examina-
tions. At the beginning of the health demon-
stration in Framingham there were 27 known
cases of tuberculosis. Including arrested cases,
there are now more than 200 cases under obser-
vation or treatment.

Framingham had previously a first-class
nurse and clinic, yet a large number of cases
would not have been discovered without special
effort. Framingham is the only town in the
world with most, if not all, of its tuberculosis
under control. The tuberculosis death rnte l>" ;

dropped since 1907 from 121 per 100,000 to 74
per 100,000 in 1918.

"Framingham has undoubtedly the best
equipment for health in the United States. The
tuberculosis activities there are under the super-
vision of the National Tuberculosis Association
and are financed by a special gift of $100,000
from the Metropolitan Life Insurance Com-
pany. Private agencies and individuals in
Framingham have given generous aid and sup-
port, and so have most of the branches of the
Framingham Town Government which are in-
terested in health. Philadelphia, Cincinnati,
Brooklyn, Milwaukee and other cities are copy-
ing the work in Framingham."

The Massachusetts MedicalSociety.

Programs for the one hundred and thirty-
eighth anniversary of the Society, the exer-

cises of which will be held on Tuesday and Wed-
nesday, June 3 and 4, at the Copley-Plaza Hotel,
Boston, have been received by the Fellows.
A more detailed program will be printed in the
Journal of May 29.

CORNELIUS AUGUSTUS AHEARN, M.D.

Dr. Cornelius Augustus Ahearn died at
his home in Lynn, April 17, 1919, aged 78 years.

Dr. Ahearn was a graduate of Harvard Medi-
cal School in the class of 1866 and had practised
in Lynn all his life. During the Civil War he
was acting assistant surgeon, U.S.A. A son of
the same name graduated from Harvard Medi-
cal School in 1889 and practises medicine in
Salem. The father's name was placed on the
retired list of the Massachusetts Medical Society
in 1906.
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